SPECIAL CIRCULAR No. 27

UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION

Office of the President

Secretaries, All Locals : August 1, 2008
United Transportation Union

SUBJECT: 2008 ELECTIONS OF LOCAL OFFICERS

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Under the provisions of Article 57 of the Constitution, elections of local officers--President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Board of Trustees, will be held by all locals in November 2008.

The election of Local Committees of Adjustment, Legislative Representatives and Alternate
Legislative Representatives, Delegates and Alternate Delegates will not be held in 2008, except
permanent vacancies that exist can be filled during this election.

For your guidance, a sample ballot for local officers is enclosed, which you must obtain locally.
For those locals that will conduct a mail referendum, the enclosed samples of three (3) envelopes required
in elections must also be obtained locally.

Enclosed is a sample postcard - "SPECIAL NOTICE" - and voting instructions for use in mail
referendums. These can be printed locally or may be purchased from International Headquarters on the
regular "Order for Supplies" form.

The following instructions and pertinent portions of our law are called to your attention to
ensure the legality of your election. A separate outline of tips for conducting elections that meet the
requirements of the Labor Management Reporting and Disclosure Act and the UTU Constitution is
enclosed for U.S. locals, and an election planner and checklist. All questions relating to local
election procedures should be directed in writing to this office.

OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED IN NOVEMBER 2008

The election of officers of a local shall be held in November 1969, and each three (3) years
thereafter. (Art. 57, Lines 1-2.)

The elective officers of a local shall consist of a president, vice president, secretary and
treasurer, and a board of trustees consisting of three (3) members. By action of a local, the office of
secretary and treasurer may be separated and elections held to fill each office. A local having fifty (50)

or more members may create the office of collector. (Art. 56, Lines 1-5)

The elective and appointed officers enumerated in Article 56 shall be installed as soon as
possible following their election and shall assume their duties on January 1 or as soon thereafier as they
are installed. (Art. 58, Lines 1-3.)



NOTE: If the offices of secretary and treasurer are now separated, they may continue as
separate offices, or they may be combined by action of the local prior to the
nomination meeting.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

NOMINATIONS IN LOCAL ELECTIONS

Nominations must be filed with the secretary not later than the last regular meeting in October in
the year of election. Where nominations are made by nominating petition, at least five (5) members
eligible to vote shall sign the petition. The secretary shall promptly acknowledge receipt of all petitions
and read them at the last regular meeting in October. (Art. 57, Lines 18-23.)

NOTE: Nominations may also be made from the floor at the nomination meeting.
Nominations do not require a second.

ELECTION IN NOVEMBER - BY SECRET BALLOT

Officers ... shall be elected by secret ballot at a November meeting of the local, or by referendum
vote, as provided by existing by-laws or procedures of each local. (Art. 57, Lines 16-18.)

NOTE: In the absence of local bylaws or procedures that require a mail referendum,
election must be by secret ballot at a meeting of the local.

SETTING ELECTION DATE AND TIME

The members present at the last regular meeting in October shall set the date on which the
ballots shall be counted and the election held. (Art. 57, Lines 24-25.)

NOTE: Secretaries may post notice indicating the exact time local secretary and
designated election tellers (3) are to JOINTLY accept receipt of post office box
key from U.S. Postmaster to obtain collected post office box ballots for
canvassing.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION NOTICES

Reasonable notice (not less than 10 days) shall be provided all eligible members that
nominations will be received at-the last regular meeting in October in the year of election. A "SPECIAL
NOTICE," such as set forth on the attached sample postcard, is designed for use as notice of
nominations or notice of election of officers. Locals which do not use the mail referendum ballot
procedures must use the "SPECIAL NOTICE" or like notification for mailing to each eligible member at
his/her last known address not less than 15 days prior to the date of election.

Where election is by mail referendum ballot, the notice of election and election date can be
included on the ballot, as indicated on the sample ballot attached, and must be mailed to each eligible
member at his/her last known home address not less than 15 days prior to the date of election.



PREPARATION OF BALLOTS

The secretary shall prepare ballots showing the names of all candidates and the offices for which
they are nominated. Incumbent officers shall appear first, with names of other candidates following in
alphabetical order. The ballots shall be prepared so as to provide a square opposite each candidate's
name in which the voter can mark his/her preference of candidates. (Art. 57, Lines 26-32.)

NOTE: Write-in candidates are not permitted.

NOTE: The return address on the "Important Ballot Enclosed" envelope must be the
same as the mailing address on the "Ballot" envelope.

MAIL REFERENDUM ELECTION

Locals having the mail referendum plan of election in effect should complete their election in
accordance with Art. 57, Lines 37-94.

LOCAL FLOOR ELECTION

Locals that hold elections at local meetings shall determine winning candidates by secret vote of
eligible members present at the election meeting, in accordance with Art. 57, Lines 71-94.

ONE NOMINATION - ELECTED WITHOUT OPPOSITION

When only one (1) nomination has been received for an office, the member so nominated will be
declared elected on the date set for the tabulation of ballots and election. (Art. 57, Lines 92-94.)

NOTE: In this event, such office should not appear on the ballot.

MEMBERS ELIGIBLE TO VOTE:

Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, no member shall be entitled to any of the
rights or benefits of the United Transportation Union, unless dues and assessments are paid within the
time specified herein. (Art. 53, Lines 1-4.)

The dues and assessments of members shall be paid in advance, before the first day of the month
in which they are due. (Art. 49, Lines 1-2.)

During the period in which members request relief and are relieved from the payment of dues
and assessments in accordance with this Article, they shall continue to enjoy all privileges of
membership, except they shall not be permitted to vote in elections ... (Art. 49, Lines 25-28.)

NOTE: Retired members are among those not eligible to vote.

NOTE: Members serving in an official capacity are eligible to vote in local
elections, except for committees of adjustment.

NOTE: When filling interim vacancies for local committees of adjustment,
only members in service under the jurisdiction of the committee
will be notified of such election and permitted to file or sign
nominating petitions and be eligible to vote.
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ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE (Article 7, Lines 1-30)

Unless otherwise provided, any member paying full dues shall be eligible for election to any office
in the United Transportation Union, except a member who:

(a) Has attained age 65 or attains age 65 during year of election;

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0
(@

(NOTE: Due to the U.S. Age Discrimination in Employment Act, paragraph (a)
cannot be applied as written in the United States. The U.S. Age Discrimination
in Employment Act eliminates age as an exception for eligibility for office.in
the United States.)

Holds membership in any other union representing transportation employees, other fields
of employment, trades and industries, whether in public or private employment, except
when a member is forced by agreement to belong to another union;

Is serving in an official capacity with a transportation company, other fields of
employment, trades and industries, whether in public or private employment, except as
yardmaster where the United Transportation Union holds the contract for yardmasters;

Does not hold seniority rights in transportation service, other fields of employment, trades
and industries, whether in public or private employment where the United Transportation
Union holds the contract, except this does not apply when a member is dismissed from
service and his/her case is being appealed;

Voluntarily elects to receive a rebate of dues from any department will not be eligible to
hold office in that department and will not be eligible for the offices of Delegate or
Alternate Delegate, Legislative Representative, or Alternate Legislative Representative;

Is restricted from holding office by Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act;
Is an elected officer of the International shall not be eligible to the office of Delegate.
NOTE: A member may not seek office in any local other than the local in which

membership is held and may not serve on more than one local committee at
the same time.

FILLING MORE THAN ONE ELECTIVE OFFICE

No member may fill more than one (1) of these elective offices (specified in Article 56, Lines 1-3)
at the same time. (Art. 56, Lines 13-14.)

NOTE: This does not prohibit a member from holding one of the elective offices set forth

in Article 56 and at the same time serving on a local committee of adiustment. as



