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ÒWe the People of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.Ó 
 

The very first words of our Preamble to 
the United States Constitution proclaim 
our unity as a nation and as American 
people. 
 
Our democracy is unique in that we can 
change leadership and direction often 
with dissention; yet remain united in our 
common goals.  
 
We have seen a historic moment in our 
history with the election of Barack 
Obama as United States President. What a 
great event to witness no matter what our 
party affiliation may be. I wish to thank 
UTU President Mike Futhey for including 
the Auxiliary of the United Transportation 
Union in the UTU campaign committee 
team. Kathryn Hastings, Auxiliary 
National Legislative Director and I 
participated in weekly conference calls 
with the UTUÕs leadership. We thank all 
of the Auxiliary State Legislative 
Directors and all of you who worked so 
hard in contacting our Auxiliary members 
to get out and vote. Thank you for not 
stopping there; as you went the extra mile 
and you reminded your family, friends, 
and neighbors to do the same. 
 

We learned a lot about ourselves as an 
organization during this process, but 
mostly it was fantastic to see the 
Auxiliary playing an important role in 
supporting the union that protects our 
spousesÕ job, safety and retirement. 
 
We have heard the words ÒchangeÓ and 
Òyes we canÓ, many times during the past 
months. We are often afraid of change 
because of the uncertainty it brings with 
it. Change needs to happen in order to 
make things happen. 
 
America has become a society of ÒIÓ not 
ÒweÓ. The American dream has become a 
pursuit of greed and what is best for 
ÒmeÓ. It is easy in our daily hustle and 
bustle to forget that America is a ÒnationÓ 
of Òwe the peopleÓ. Our great Auxiliary 
was founded on the same principle. We as 
a group can do great things. Working 
together we can accomplish our goals. 
But we need to bring about change to 
attract the spouses and family of the 
United Transportation Union Members. 
 
What is ÒchangeÓ, I do not know! But I 
do know that if ÒweÓ work together an 
answer will be found. Just as our nation is 
embarking on a path of change, we must 
begin to look to the future. Our past has 
been great and with your continued 
support and willingness to explore new 
ideas our future is great. 
 
In Sisterly Love, 
 Carol S. Menges 
  International President 
 



AUXIL IARY of the UTU 
UTU SCHOLARSHIP FUND BOARD 
 

The Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund 
Board has been continuing efforts to keep our 
scholarship fund helping Auxiliary family 
members to its fullest.  As promised a 
minimum of eight (8) $1,000.00 scholarships 
would be awarded annually to Auxiliary 
family members. The Scholarship is paid 
directly to the university or college in which 
the successful applicant is enrolled. The 
Scholarship award will not exceed four 
continuous school years. 
 

The Scholarship Fund Board was established 
to help provide for the future education of 
Auxiliary families. Yearly Scholarships will 
be awarded through this Scholarship Fund. 
Applications for the minimum eight (8) 
Scholarships will be available after  January 
1, 2009 for  the 2009-2010 school year . 
 

An applicant must: 
     !  Have attained at least a high school 
senior level education. 
     !    Be no more than 25 years of age. 
     !   Be enrolled as a full time student in an 
accredited college or university, and 
     !   Maintain at least a 2.0 GPA while in 
attendance at said institution, 
     !   Be a child, step-child, grand child or 
step-grandchild of a living Auxiliary member. 
(The member must have been a member for 
at least one (1) year as of March 31 in the 
year of the Scholarship application and must 
maintain membership throughout the duration 
of the Scholarship award). 
 

If your family member has met all these 
requirements, request an application by 
contacting: 
 

 Jo Fink, Secretary 
 Scholarship Fund Board 
 9844 S River Road 
 Waterville OH 43566-9530 
e-mail address:JNFINK44@AOL.com 
 

Applications will be accepted from 
January 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009. 
Applications MUST BE POSTMARKED on 
or before March 31, 2009.  Only one 
application per applicant will be accepted. 
Photocopies of the application form WILL 
NOT be honored. The random drawing for 
this yearÕs $1,000.00 Scholarships will be 
held at the April 2009 meeting. 

 

Donations for future scholarships will gladly 
be accepted from any Lodge and/or 
individual. Make checks payable to: 
ÒAuxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund.Ó 
Send your donations to: 
 

 Carol S. Menges, Treasurer 
 Scholarship Fund Board 
 3617 Schott Road 
 Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026 
 Phone: (573) 635-6415 
 

It is now time to start the election process for 
two (2) Board Members. The nominees must 
be a member in good Lodge standing to 
qualify for nomination. The nominee will be 
contacted directly by a Lodge Officer to give 
approval that she/he will accept the 
responsibil ity of the position, if elected. The 
elected member of the Board of Directors will 
serve a three (3) year term from April 2009 
until April 2012. 
 

The Scholarship Fund Board requirements 
are: 
      !  She/He must be available for the 
Annual April Board Meeting held in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
     !  She/He must be available for necessary 
Conference calls and/or special meetings. 
       !  She/He is responsible for volunteering 
of her/his time and services to ensure that all 
annual scholarships are awarded. (This 
position is not salar ied Ð however, expenses 
involved will be reimbursed in accordance 
with policy established by the Board of 
Directors.)  
Our past experience has shown that it is 
beneficial to have access to a computer in 
order to receive information and be able to 
reply in a timely manner. 
 

Through the Newsletter  nomination forms 
are being sent to each Lodge Secretary. If 
someone in the Lodge is interested in running 
for the position of Scholarship Fund Board 
Member, a Lodge Officer will f ill out the 
nomination form and return it by January 15, 
2009 with the required signatures. 
 
Please send the completed or iginal form to: 
 Patricia Shacklette, President 
 Scholarship Fund Board 
 125 American Inn Road 
 Villa Ridge, MO 63089-2153 
 Phone: (636) 451-2890 
 



  

AUXIL IARY of the UTU 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND BOARD 

 

The Scholarship Fund was established to 
help provide for the future education of 
Auxiliary families. Yearly Scholarships will 
be awarded through this Scholarship Fund.  
 

Thank You for your generous support to 
the Scholarship Fund. With your 
continuous contributions, we are able to 
fulfill our commitment of aiding in the 
future education of family members of the 
Auxiliary of the UTU. We greatly 
appreciate your donations. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go 
out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 
 

      Lodge No.   960                        $  l00.00 
 
When sending in your donation - Please 
make check payable to: 
ÒAuxiliary of the UTU Scholarship FundÓ 
 
Donations will gladly be accepted from 
lodges or individuals. When sending your 
donation - Mail to:  
 

            Carol S. Menges 
            Treasurer - Scholarship Fund Board    
            3617 Schott Road 
            Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026 

 
 

WASH 
HANDS 

OFTEN - 
STOP FLU 

 

The 
influenza is 

back! 
Wash 

hands, 
throw 

away the used Kleenex, cover your mouth 
when coughing; and it is recommended 
that most of you get a flu shot each fall. If 
you had a prior reaction to the flu shot 
discuss this matter with your doctor.  
LODGE # 431 - PUEBLO, COLORADO  
 

PikeÕs Peak - Lodge members (pictured 
below) combined November and December 
meetings with a Christmas Luncheon of 
fellowship on November 19, 2008. 

 

 
 

SALT LAKE CITY LODGE #136 
 

Wasatch - Lodge has been busy making a 
quilt that will be raffled off this coming 
year, 2009. 
 

The plan is that the proceeds collected from 
their Rose Rag Quilt (pictured below) will 
go to the United Transportation Union 
Political Action Committee.  
 

 
 

Full/queen Size Rose Rag Quilt 
UTU Ð PAC 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 

 
There have been some 
questions regarding the 
TreasurerÕs signature on 
the Scholarship 
Application form. 
 
The Lodge TreasurerÕs 
signature indicates that an 
Auxiliary member is a 
current dues paying 
member. 



The Auxiliary supports the UTU PACÐ 
Political Action Committee because jobs, 
pensions, futures of UTU (railroad, bus, and 
airline) workers and their families are directly 
affected by the actions of state and national 
lawmakers. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go out 
to the following for their generous support: 
 
 

 Lodge 431                           $    100.00 
 Lodge 803                           $ 1,000.00 
 

When sending in your  contr ibution Please 
make check payable to: 
 

 ÒUnited Transportation Union Ð PACÓ 
 

LODGE # 5 - CLEVELAND, OHIO   
 

Good Times International - Lodge members 
have been busy. Sister April Futhey (wife 
of UTU President, Mike Futhey) graciously 
assisted in providing two short orientations 
on the Automated External Defibrillators. 
Both units have been installed and are 
available for use in the United 
Transportation Union International Offices. 
 

 
 
Right to Left: April Futhey pictured above with Tim Secord - 
Executive Assistant to the United Transportation Union President. 
 
 

Sister Faith Ann Feltmeyer (wife of UTU 
Administrative Assistant Bruce Feltmeyer) 
gave a presentation to Lodge 5 members 
and anyone else interested in learning how 
important it was to contact family, friends 
and neighbors to get out and vote this 
election. Faith gave a first hands experience 
about phone banking and canvassing 
neighborhoods and how to get the vote out!  

 

SWEET REMINDER TO VOTE  
 

Vikki Dondelinger Lodge 117 Member 
made brownies and rice crispy bars on 
individual foil trays that said ÒVote 2008Ó 
and ÒRemember to Vote!Ó She and her 
husband Bob (Retired Assistant MN State 
Legislative Director) delivered the treats for 
each of the three shifts (10:30 a.m, 4:00 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m.) at the Wilmar, MN 
Terminal. What a way to get someone to 
remember to vote  Ð  through their stomach! 
  
THE NEW RAIL SAFETY ACT of 2008 
 

I would like to thank each and everyone for 
all your time and efforts into seeing that the 
safety of our UTU members will be 
significantly improved by the signing of the 
Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 on 
October 16, 2008. The Òhours of serviceÓ 
changes become effective July 16, 2009.  
You were the driving force that as we 
worked together we were able to make a 
difference.      
 

NEW AUXIL IARY STATE 
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTORS 

 

Lisa Raskin - Lodge 650 Circle of Sister, 
has come forth and has accepted the open 
positions of Auxiliary Minnesota State 
Legislative Director. We are so glad to have 
you! 

 
AUXIL IARY STATE LEGISLATIVE 
DIRECTORS ARE STILL NEEDED 

 

Even though the Election of 2008 is over 
we are still in need of Auxiliary State 
Legislative Directors. If you are interested 
please contact: Kathryn Hastings, National 
Legislative Director (Phone: 801-347-8120 
or by: AuxLegislativeDirector@gmail.com) 
 

 

 

 

INSURANCE MEMBERS 
 

Auxiliary Insurance Members be on the 
lookout for a letter from Minnesota Life 
Insurance Company that explains the 
need to remove the Credit Rate on the 
Premiums. 



 
 

 

UNITED STATES 
RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD 

 
An informational Conference registration 
begins at 8:00 a.m., with the programs 
beginning promptly at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 
12:30 p.m. check for the location nearest to you 
below: 
 

Dec      5      Jacksonville, Flor ida 
          Holiday Inn 
          9150 Baymeadows Road 
 

 

*Additional conferences will be added to the 
list as dates and locations become available. 
 
QUOTES TO BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY! 
 
Always try to help a friend in need. 
 
Believe in yourself. 
 
Be brave . . . . 
         But itÕs ok to be afraid sometimes. 
 
Give lots of kisses. 
 
Laugh often. 
 
DonÕt be overly concerned 
       with your weight, itÕs just a number! 
 
Always try to see the glass half full. 
 
Meet new people, 
  even if they look different to you. 
 
Remain calm, 
   even when it seems hopeless. 
 
Take lots of naps . . . . 
 
Love your friends, no matter who they are 
 

Quotes to Brighten Your Day!  (Continued) 
 

DonÕt waste food.  
 
Relax! 
 
Take an occasional risk. 
 
Try to have a little fun each day. 
  ItÕs important! 
 
Work together as a team. 
 
Share a joke with friends. 
 
Fall in love with someone . . . .  
 . . . . and say ÒI love youÓ often! 
 
Express yourself creatively. 
 
Be conscious of your appearance. 
 
Always be up for surprises! 
 
Love someone with all your heart. 
 
Share with friends. 
 
Watch your step. 
 
It will get better. 
 
There is always someone, 
 Who loves you more than you know! 
 
Exercise to keep fit. 
 
Live up to your name. 
 
Seize the Moment! 
 
Hold on to good friends; 
  They are few and far between! 
 
Indulge in the things you truly love. 
 
Cherish every Sunday. 
 
At the end of the day . . . . PRAY 
 . . . . and close your eyes! 
 
And smile at least once a day! 
 
   Sent in by: Shirley Knull 

CALENDARS 
 
With the increased cost of materials, 
printing and postage, we the Board of 
Directors and Trustees felt at this time 
to forgo sending out 2009 Calendars 
due to the current economic climax. 



 

Auxiliary of the 
United Tr ansportation Union 
14600 Detroit Ave    2nd Floor 
Cleveland  OH  44107-4250 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

W i sh i n g Y ou  A   
 

V er y  M er r y  Chr i st m as 

A n d 
 

A  H appy  N ew  Y ear  
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUXILIARY HOLIDAY HOURS 
 

Closed: Monday - December 22, 2008 through Friday - January 2, 2009 

 


