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On behalf of Grand Lodge, I wish to thank 
each of you and your delegate for a great 
convention.  The beautiful Grove Park Inn 
in Asheville, North Carolina provided a 
fitting place to launch the Auxiliary into the 
21st Century.  The history of both Asheville 
and the Grove Park Inn were a reminder 
that history holds many lessons for each of 
us.  It is in history that we find our roots 
and heritage. The Auxiliary is no exception. 
While many of the delegates were 
experienced at the process, we had our first 
male Delegate from Lodge 456, 
Brother Darrel Welch. 
 

As we move into the future, we 
must remember our past.  The 
Auxiliary’s rituals are a part of this 
history. The past is important as 
the young must recognize the 
importance of our predecessors 
while the young at heart must 
recognize the need to change to attract the 
new family members. 
 

With a renewed cooperation with the UTU, 
International President and our Counselor, 
Brother Paul Thompson—we—and I stress 
we—are moving forward looking to the 
future to make a difference.  We can and 
we will make a difference.  
 

On January 23, 1889, when Sophia Granger 
organized the Grand Lodge of Ladies 
Auxiliary to the Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trainmen, she began our History Book. 
With the Ninth Convention of the Auxiliary 
of the UTU, we laid the ground work for 
taking our Organization through the 21st 
century. 

 
As we move forward from the Convention 
let us remember that Sophia Granger laid 
the ground work for the Auxiliary over one 
hundred years ago. May we strive to carry 
on the work with renewed Faith, to build 
membership, to continue legislative and 
charitable work, and to be ever mindful of 
our motto: Truth, honor and sincerity!  
 

We must find ways to attract the new union 
family members that are joining the railroad 
in record numbers. We must reach out to all 

our brothers and sisters and 
welcome them by putting our 
differences aside. The older 
Lodges have the rich traditions 
that need to be shared with the 
new while the newer lodges will 
teach us to use modern technology 
to enrich these traditions.  There is 
no young or old—just us—as the 
Auxiliary working together to 

enrich and support our families and friends. 
 

This newsletter brings to you the many 
faces of our Auxiliary that made the Ninth 
Convention a huge success and my heartfelt 
thanks goes out to each and every delegate 
who shared their time and talents. 
 

We have all made a difference. We have all 
made great strides to grow the Auxiliary. I 
promise my energy and self to you and the 
Auxiliary. I, along with each Grand Lodge 
Officer, am committed to serving our 
members.  
 
 
 

In Sisterly Love, 
 Carol S. Menges 
  International President 



Ninth International Convention 

    of the Auxiliary of the UTU 

         August 28 – 31, 2006  
 

The Ninth Convention held at the Grove 
Park Inn and Resort in Asheville, North 
Carolina was attended by Seventeen (17) 
Grand Lodge Officers and Forty-three (43) 
Delegates. 
 

Opening Ceremonies started at 9:00 a.m. 
Monday morning, with International 
President Carol S. Menges presiding. Paul 
Thompson, UTU International President 
and Rick Marceau, UTU Assistant 
President, made opening remarks.  
 

Assistant National Legislative Director 
James Stem presented handouts on 
promoting voter registration and 
participation. Missouri State Legislative 
Director Larry Foster reaffirmed the 
importance of this election. South Carolina 
State Legislative Director Jack Ramsey and 
District of Columbia State Legislative 
Director Steve Fritter were introduced to 
the Delegate Body. 
 

The following were introduced: 
 

Constitution Committee 
 

 Sue Nolen, Chairperson   (377) 
 Marie McCormick    (170) 
 Jane Hutchins     (431) 
 Dana Garvin     (565) 
 Betty Jordan     (622) 
 

Reception and Invitation Committee 
 

 Linda Ogburn, Chairperson     (489) 
 Gertrude Hall     ( 28) 
 Jolene Backes     ( 70) 
 Pat Maccagno     (667) 
 Jerri Lee     (817) 
 

Resolution Committee 
 

 Lucille Clark, Chairperson   (793) 
 Alvina Peterson    (197) 
 Marilyn Carley    (932) 
 

Salary Committee 
 

 Kathryn Price, Chairperson   (264) 
 Elaine Clark     (    5) 
 Sue Boling     (803) 
 Debbie Hibdon    (933) 
 Kathleen Hagerty    (948) 

Flag Bearers 
 

 Barbara Duncan, United States(932) 
 

 Leona Drury, Canada    (667) 
 

Guards 
 

 Patricia England    (391) 
 Kathy McIntyre    (803) 
 

Pianist 
 

 Sue Gatlin     (622) 
 

Chaplain 
 

 Louis Scott     (318) 
 

Conductress 
 

 Charlie Belden    (960) 
 

Drill Team 
 

 Mary Ann Clement  
  Co-Chairperson            (318) 
 Beverley Gray 
  Co-Chairperson            (716) 
 Julie Fritter     (398) 
 Mary Brown     (500) 
 Anita Rayner     (711) 
 Lou Dell Bragg    (856) 
 

Elected Officers - Jan. 2006 - Dec. 2010 
 

International President     Carol S. Menges 
 

International Sec/Treas.    Dana Garvin 
 

Vice President - Dist.  2     Phyllis Chandler 
 

Vice President - Dist.  3      Sue Nolen 
 

Vice President - Dist.  4  Anna Mae Whaley 
 

Vice President - Dist.  5      Barbara Duncan 
 

Vice President - Dist.  6  Patricia Shacklette 
 

Vice President - Dist.  7      Judy Phillips 
 

Vice President - Dist.  8      Mae Parker 
 

Vice President - Dist.  9      Leona Drury 
 

Vice President - Dist. 10     Marilyn Horne 
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Chairperson         Kathy McIntyre 
 

Secretary         Linda Ogburn 
 

Member         Pat Maccagno 
 

National Legislative Director 
 

                                           Charlie Belden 





Alternate Vice Presidents 
 

District   2                       Kathleen Hegarty 
District   3                       Sue Boling 
District   4                       Elaine Clark 
District   5   
District   6                       Jolene Backes 
District   7                       Marie McCormick 
District   8                       Shirley Knull 
District   9                       Mary McLellan 
District 10                       Alvina Peterson 
 

Alternate Board of Trustee 
 

First Alternate                  Jerri Lee 
Second Alternate             Shirley Knull 
 

Alternate National Legislative Director 
 

                                         Kathryn Hastings 
 
Registration of Delegates, Officers and 

Guests  

 

Sunday afternoon after Registration all had 
the chance to ask questions with various 
UTU sponsored vendors who had tables set 
up with give - away items.  
 
Get Acquainted Gathering  

 

Sunday evening on the Terrace looking 
over the Smokey Mountains, International 
President Carol S. Menges escorted UTU 
International President Paul and his wife, 
Roberta Thompson to each table to be 
introduced to Delegates, Officers, and 
quests.  
 

District Meetings 

 

Monday evening, all Vice Presidents 
bought their Delegates together for a 
District Meeting to discuss matters at hand.  
 
Offsite Entertainment 
 

Tuesday evening presented a great 
opportunity for 41 Delegates, Officers and 
guests to enjoy the Biltmore Estates with 
dinner. 
A Murder Mystery Tour with dinner was 
selected by 20 Delegates, Officers and 
guests. 

Retention and Recruitment Committee 
 

Tuesday during Convention Session a 
Recruitment and Retention Committee was 
formed to brainstorm and to gather ideas 
from all the Auxiliary Districts during the 
Convention. 
 

The following served on this committee: 
 

District   2                 Kathleen Hearty (948) 
District   3                 Sue Boling         (803) 
District   4                 Elaine Clark       ( 05) 
District   5                 Marilyn Carley  (932) 
District   6                 Darrel Welch     (456) 
District   7                 Kathryn Price    (264) 
District   8                 Shirley Knull     (156) 
District   9                 Mary McLellan  (667) 
District 10                 Alvina Peterson  (197) 
 

Memorial Service of Grand Lodge 

Officers 
 

Wednesday evening, the Drill Team 
escorted the Grand Lodge Officers to their 
seats with revenant music in the 
background. President of Executive Board 
Sister Patricia Shacklette presided over the 
Memorial Service. 
 

As Grand Lodge Officers approached the 
Altar in remembrance of the departing Past 
Grand Lodge Officers, the Draping of 
Charter Ceremony was conducted: 
 

Sisters remembered were: 
 

Edna M. Dundass (166), Aileen Hurlburt 
(336), Maxine Johnson (170), Cornelia 
Shuford (474), Dorothy Snyder (398), and 
Alice Spencer (487). 

 

Banquet with Entertainment  
 

Thursday evening closed our Convention 
with a Cocktail Party and Banquet where 87 
Delegates, Officers and guests enjoyed 
“Back In Time”. It was such a thrill to see 
many dancing to the “50’s” music. What a 
great way to close a week of hard work. 
Everyone came away with a united spirit, 
excitement for more new members and new 
ideas for recruitment of members. 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS and GRATITUDE 

to ALL who made the Ninth 

International Convention a SUCCESS! 



           Auxiliary of the UTU 

        Scholarship Fund Board  

 
Just a reminder that enclosing a Scholarship 
Brochure with any correspondence to 
Lodge members is a great way to get the 
word out about this great opportunity to 
have a chance at being a recipient to a 4 
year scholarship. Let us know the number 
of brochures you need and we will gladly 
send them to you. 
 
Thank You for your generous support to 
the Scholarship Fund. With your 
continuous contributions, we are able to 
fulfill our commitment of aiding in the 
future education of family members of the 
Auxiliary of the UTU. We greatly 
appreciate your donations. 
 
Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude 
go out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 

 Lodge No.   856 $20.00 
 Lucy Luker (personal) 50.00 
 

 Asheville Regional Meeting 312.00 
 Lilly Biedenharn (personal) 20.00 
 Phyllis Chandler (personal) 20.00 
 Edythe Walter (personal) 10.00 
 

 Auxiliary Convention 235.00 
 Lodge No. 793 280.00 
 Lodge No. 500 100.00 
 Jo Ashcraft (personal) 15.00 
 Wanda Fisher (personal) 20.00 
 Kathryn Hastings (personal) 10.00 
 Jerri Lee (personal) 20.00 
 Mae Parker (personal) 25.00 
 Margaret Traylor (personal) 20.00 
 Edythe Walter (personal) 25.00 
 
Donations will gladly be accepted from 
lodges or individuals. When sending your 
donation – Please make check payable to: 
“Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund.” 
 

Mail to:               Carol S. Menges 
                   Treas. Scholarship Fund Board 

             3617 Schott Road 
                   Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026 
 

 

UTU  PAC 

 
The Auxiliary supports the UTU PAC– 
Political Action Committee because jobs, 
pensions, and futures of UTU railroad, bus, 
and airline workers and their families are 
directly affected by the actions of state and 
national lawmakers. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude 
go out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 

 Lodge No.   103   $250.00 
 Lodge No.   609   50.00 
 

 Ashville Regional Meeting  210.00 
 Lodge No. 803  1,000.00 
 Phyllis Chandler (personal)   25.00 
 Nancy Dunson (personal)        25.00 
 Cherry Gallegos (personal)      50.00 
 Joyce Lewis (personal)          365.00 
 Tommie Moffett (personal)      20.00 
 Joan Montgomery (personal)  25.00 
 Edythe Walter (personal)         10.00 
 

 Auxiliary Convention 260.00 
 Lodge No. 176 250.00 
 Lodge No. 318 200.00 
 Lodge No. 500 100.00 
 Lodge No.793 50.00 
 Jo Ashcraft 15.00 
 Lou Dell Bragg 20.00 
 Vicki Emert 20.00 
 Wanda Fisher 20.00 
 Beverley Gray 25.00 
 Kathryn Hastings 10.00 
 Debbie Hibdon 30.00 
 Dorothy Jefferies 25.00 
 Jerri Lee 50.00 
 Mae Parker 25.00 
 Judy Phillips 25.00 
 Kathryn Price 10.00 
 Margaret Traylor 20.00 
 Edythe Walter 20.00 
 Anna Mae Whaley 25.00 
 

 Lodge No. 391 50.00 
 Lodge No. 846 50.00 
 

Please make donation check payable to: 
 

United Transportation Union – PAC 
 



Fantastic Job 
 

I would like to thank the following Sisters 
for the fantastic job they did at the UTU 
Asheville Regional Meeting: 
 

           Sister Joan Montgomery 
               International Sec/Treas. 
 

           Sister Phyllis Chandler 
               Vice President - District 2 
 

           Sister Anna Mae Whaley 
               Vice President - District 4 
 

           Sister Charlie Belden 
                National Legislative Director 
 

Without their help we would not have been 
able to accomplish what we did during our 
Auxiliary Meeting. We were very pleased 
with our attendance! The meeting room was 
completely full. We are definitely seeing an 
increased interest in the Auxiliary. 
 

 

UTU PAC Fund Raffle 
 

The drawing of the Black Leather Jacket 
with the “Zephyr” emblem (donated by Jay 
Seegmiller, Utah State Legislative Director 
of the UTU) was held at the Ninth 
International Auxiliary of the UTU 
Convention Banquet on August 31, 2006.  
 

Sister Kathryn Hastings, Jay Seegmiller’s 
daughter drew the winning raffle ticket held 
by Brother Ronnie Clements who presented 
it to his wife Sister Mary Ann.  
 
Thanks to all who participated in this UTU 
PAC Raffle in honor of Scott Belden. We 
raised $992.00. Such a wonderful success! 
 

Auxiliary of the UTU Cardigan 
 

A white 100% cotton ottoman style full 
front zip knit cardigan with embroidered 
Auxiliary emblem on left chest is available 
in Sizes: M, L, XL, ($40.00) and 2X 
($42.00). 

Sherry Schirripa 
Phone: (800) 272-5120 

e-mail: (sschirripa@comcast.net) 

Memorial Fund 
 

If you still would like to send Grand Lodge 
a memorial donation in honor of Brother 
Scott Belden. Make check payable to: 
 

“United Transportation Union – PAC” 

(make note in check memo: Scott Belden) 

 

Memorial Donation 
 

Minerva Lodge #793 honored their 
departed Sisters by giving a donation to the 
Scholarship Fund at the Ninth International 
Convention.  
 
 

U. S. Railroad Retirement Board 
 

The 2006 Informational Conferences are to 
be held at the dates and locations listed 
below. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with 
the programs beginning promptly at 8:30 
a.m. and ending at 12:30 p.m. 
 

October 6 Huntington, West Virginia 

  Ramada Inn Limited 
  3094 16 Street 
 

October 6 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

  Hilton Philadelphia Airport 
  4509 Island Avenue 
 

October 13 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

                     Greater Pennsylvania Regional 
                Council of Carpenters Union Hall 
  650 Ridge Road 
 

November 17 Metairie, Louisiana 

Plumbers & Steam Fitters  
             Union Hall 
Service Road West 

  (Severn & I-10 Service Rd.) 
 

December 8 Tampa, Florida 

  Crowne Plaza Sable Park 
  10221 Princess Palm Ave. 
 

Please share this schedule with your 
members so that they have an opportunity 
to have their retirement questions answered. 
 
 
 


