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 “Light at the end of the tunnel” – it has 
been a little over a year and a half since I 
landed in Cleveland with two suitcases in 
my hand and no place to live. It has 
definitely been a whirlwind trying to adjust 
to being away from my home, family, and 
trying to place the Auxiliary on a new track 
of growth and renewal. 
 

It has not been an easy road but progress 
has been made as we have greeted 141 new 
members and 2 lodges into our 
organization. We have made much progress 
in getting the word out about the Auxiliary 
through mailing the Auxiliary of the United 
Transportation Union History and 
Information Booklet to many new hires that 
have joined the United Transportation 
Union. 
 

At the UTU Mini Regional Meeting held in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, we were able to 
organize a new Lodge. We are proud to 
announce we now have a new Lodge in Salt 
Lake City, UT – Lodge #136 (see page 3). 
 

At the recent UTU Regional Meeting in 
Reno, Nevada, we approached each spouse 
who came to the UTU Registration Area. 
At our Auxiliary Meeting, we saw a new 
fire of desire among the younger members 
to move forward and to embrace the future. 
 

We cannot sit back and rest on our laurels. 
We need to continue to move forward - 
blend the old with the new. We must 
welcome all the new members into our 
lodges. New blood means new ideas. New 
ideas translate into new members. New 
members translate into a thriving and 

growing organization that will support the 
Transportation Industry in the next Century. 
 

In August we will hold our Ninth 
International Convention in Asheville, 
North Carolina. I am looking forward to 
meeting each Delegate from each Lodge. 
We have a great future together. I am very 
nervous and anxious about the Convention 
as it will be the first that I will do as 
President. The Challenge is great but the 
future is bright. I hope that we can set our 
sights on the future and look toward the 
potential growth that we have in the young, 
while protecting the future of our young-at-
heart. 
 

I remind each of you to take time to vote in 
your State Primary and General Elections. 
These elections hold the future. The 
Railroads are adamant about getting a one-
man crew on trains. This will be 
devastating not only to the spouses of our 
working members but to the entire railroad 
system. This election is about jobs and our 
future. While every election is important, 
this one is the most important. Get each of 
your family members registered to vote and 
do not stop there – VOTE! 
 

The future is bright. We can make a 
difference if we become involved. Do not 
be afraid of change. Do not be afraid to 
make a difference. Do not be afraid to be 
different! 
 

In Sisterly Love, 
 Carol S. Menges 
  International President 
 



Fantastic Job 
 

I would like to thank the following sisters 
for the fantastic job they did at the UTU 
Reno Regional Meeting: 
 

           Sister Joan Montgomery 
                International Sec/Treas. 
           Sister Mae Parker 
               Vice President - District 8 
           Sister Marilyn Horne 
               Vice President - District 10 
           Sister Charlie Belden 
                National Legislative Director 
 

Without their help we would not have been 
able to accomplish what we did during our 
Auxiliary Meeting. We were very pleased 
with our attendance! The interest that was 
shown at this meeting was wonderful. We 
are definitely seeing new members and 
great possibilities of new lodges. 
 

Congratulations - New Utah Lodge  
 

On Thursday, May 18, 2006, Lodge 
President - Cindy Milbourn initiated 15 
new members into our newest Lodge 
“Wasatch” - # 136. 
 

Congratulations to the following new 
members! We are thrilled to have you! 
 

Michelle Draper – Vice President 
Lynn Kulicke – Secretary/Treasurer 
Michelle Seegmiller - Legislative Repres. 
Kathryn Hastings- Delegate 
Tammie Bailey 
Brendy Carrington 
Shannon Dossey 
Lauren Goetz 
Merriann Isaac 
Michelle Kunz 
Claudia Moreno 
Ashley Seegmiller 
Ann Spear 
Katherine Winslow 
Sara Winslow 
 

Memorial Donation 
 

Texas Star Lodge #265 honored their 
departed sisters by giving a donation to the 
Scholarship Fund.  

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship 

Fund Board  
 
Just a reminder that sending a Scholarship 
Brochure with any correspondence to 
Lodge members is a great way to get the 
word out about this great opportunity to 
have a chance at being a recipient to a 4 
year scholarship. Let us know the number 
of brochures you need and we will gladly 
send them to you. 
 

Thank You for your generous support to 
the Scholarship Fund. With your 
continuous contributions, we are able to 
fulfill our commitment of aiding in the 
future education of family members of the 
Auxiliary of the UTU. We greatly 
appreciate your donations. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go 
out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 

 Lodge No.   265                 $    50.00 
 Lodge No.   711                 $    50.00 
 Reno Regional Meeting         127.00 
 Cindy Milbourn (personal)      25.00 
 Susan Hanson (personal)         25.00 
 
Donations will gladly be accepted from 
lodges or individuals. When sending your 
donation – Please make check payable to: 
“Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund.” 
 Mail to:               Carol S. Menges 
                   Treas. Scholarship Fund Board 

             3617 Schott Road 
                   Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026 
 

Change of Insurance Information  
 

Please keep Minnesota Life Insurance 
informed of any changes such as address, 
beneficiary, or name. 
 
Send changes to: 
 

Minnesota Life Insurance Company 

400 ROBERT ST N 

ST PAUL MN 55101-2908 
 

ATTN: Sharon Greeley 
Fax: (651) 665-4827 





DEPARTED MEMBERS  
 

 

Lodge Name Date of  Lodge Name  Date of 

  Death     Death 

  14 Lillian J. Brothers 05-10-06 

  14 Charlotte Rains 05-23-06 

  19 Rose Matrese 05-21-06 

  19 Mary R. Sotanski 04-12-06 

  28 Cora F. Logan 05-30-06 

105 June G. Carrick 04-18-06 

105 Sybil Gibson 05-16-06 

108 Gail E. Lala 05-24-06 

170 Jean Higgs 04-21-06 

176 Betty M. Brooks 06-20-06 

176 Mabel E. Seeders 03-03-06 

176 Eloise V. Seibert 05-27-06 

176 Gussie A. Wilgis 05-09-06 

180 Nancy M. Jones 04-18-06 

184 G. Muriel Stapleton 05-27-06 

197 Margaret I. Larko 02-21-06 

200 Grace E. Schiffer 05-23-06 

219 Ellen M. Rorabaugh 04-12-06 

219 Margaret L. Slippey 06-05-06 

264 Jewell M. Ebner 03-09-06 

264 Lillie B. Morris 03-24-06 

289 Emily J. Newcomb 08-02-05 

289 Phyllis R. Simcox 05-29-06 

304 Opal B. Leaton 05-24-06 

309 Doris L. Moffett 05-19-06 

353 Carmeleda Thompson 05-21-06 

372 Sylvia A. Boe 05-12-06 

375 Beatrice Webb 04-26-06 

376 Ethel M. Emmerich 05-28-06 

376 Helen E. Gosnell 05-14-06 

376 Annamae I. Sherman 04-11-06 

377 Evelyn P. Armstrong 06-15-06 

379 Pauline Ritter 04-01-06 

383 Maxine R. Pollitt 06-20-06 

387 Nadine Coker 05-23-06 

391 Elmis L. Standard 04-04-06 

391 Marjorie E. Troxel 03-17-06 

391 Kathleen Winfield 03-21-06 

398 Helen A. Cantore 03-23-06 

398 Jane Talmadge 05-10-06 

419 Rachel Hedstrom 05-02-06 

439 Rosa L. Bolin 06-14-06 

452 C. Alene Graves 05-10-06 

456 Charlotte A. McFarland 07-17-06 

457 Lonice Knight 06-27-06 

481 Thelma M. Wingfield 05-02-06 

499 Dolores Burlingame No Date 

519 E. Beatrice Fawcett 03-17-06 

563 Julia I. Beggs 04-22-06 

580 Sarah F. Peel 03-21-06 

583 Lucy M. Chambers 07-04-06 

583 Betty M. Morris 01-14-06 

592 Henrietta M. Annett 02-00-06 

609 Opal G. Deery 03-11-06 

609 LeAnna Thornburg 06-19-06 

610 Vernnie M. Day 06-05-06 

612 Jeanne C. Bailey 05-19-06 

626 Helene K. Blaufuss 02-24-06 

725 Colleen S. Davis 05-15-06 

770 Verna B. Hinze 05-21-06 

793 Verna Mae Keefer 04-30-06 

803 Shirley B. Robinson 07-11-06 

817 Ruth Ann Cary 03-18-06  

846 Madeline M. Bauer 02-21-05 

846 Glenna M. Davis 05-04-06 

857 M. Ethelyn Smith 05-06-06 

863 Ardith L. Melcher 04-06-06 

897 Alice F. Long 04-28-06 

915 Mary Alice Blaine 04-15-06

 

 

 

                                                            … the finest thing of all about 

                                                                             friendship is that it sends a ray of 

                                                                                         good hope into the future, and 

                                                                                                       keeps our hearts from faltering 

                                                                                                              or falling to the wayside. 

 

                                                                                                                           Cicero   (106 – 43 B.C.) 



A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

 

ATTENTION: 

 

ALL AUXILIARY MEMBERS, UTU RETIREES, 

SPOUSES AND FAMILIES 
 
It’s time to get busy. We all have a lot of work to do 
before the next Presidential election. If we are not 
successful in replacing the current anti-labor lawmakers 
and White House with labor-friendly lawmakers and 
White House, we stand to loose jobs and erosion in 
healthcare benefits. Not to mention RR retirement and 
pension plans. It is imperative you, your family, 
neighbors, and friends are registered voters who actually 
vote, and cast ballots for labor-friendly candidates. This 
includes all you retirees too. Jobs, health care, 
retirement, and pension plans are at a greater risk than 
ever before. Please do not be complacent. YOU can 
make a difference, but you cannot if you do not try. 
 
In an effort to keep the retirees involved, President 
Thompson has appointed Brother Carl Cochran, retired 
Florida State Director, as the National Coordinator for 
UTU for Life. I urge the retirees to become involved. For 
information write to Brother Cochran at 7935 N.W. 
173rd St., Hialeah, FL 33015, call him at (305) 821-7015 
or send an e-mail to cochranutu@aol.com.  
 
Please get involved at any level! This is not the time to 
be complacent. We must succeed in our efforts if we 
want to keep what we all have worked so hard for. 
  
Never has it been so important for everyone to 
contribute to UTU PAC. This is how our legislative 
departments support labor-friendly candidates for 
election and re-election on local and national levels. 
 
Here are a couple of things we are doing to raise PAC 
money: 
 

Jacket Raffle  
A raffle is taking place for a Zephyr Leather Jacket, 
donated by Jay Seegmiller, Utah State Director (refer to 
the article in this newsletter for more information). 
 

Scott Belden Memorial Ride 

Asheville, NC  

 
T-Shirt Scott Belden Memorial Ride  

 

 
 
Shirts are available to everyone, not just those attending 
the ride or the Region Meeting. We are asking a 
minimum of $20.00 per shirt, but we always accept 
contributions that are more generous. All proceeds go to 
PAC. Please email or call me for more information on the 
ride and/or to order a shirt, but you had better hurry 
because they are going fast. 
 
A special thanks to Jenny Miller of the Washington, DC 
Legislative office to be the first UTU employee to 
purchase a shirt.  
 
As always, if you have any comments, questions, or 
need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

REMEMBER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours in Sisterly Love, 

Charlie Belden 
National Legislative Director 
Auxiliary of the UTU 
Phone:  (540) 972-4627 
Fax:       (540) 972-8067 
Email:    utuauxnld@aol.com 

GIVE TO UTU PACGIVE TO UTU PACGIVE TO UTU PACGIVE TO UTU PAC    

NOWNOWNOWNOW    
We have to get our foot in the door 

before we can deliver your 
message, and UTU PAC opens the 

door. 

 



Lodge Challenge-New Members 
 

Our “Lodge Challenge” is to try to find at 
least one new member per lodge! As of the 
present date the results are a total of sixty 
new members. We want to give a “warm 
welcome” to our new members in the 
following lodges:  
 

Lodge No.         Location               Members 
 

      05             Cleveland, OH 1 
      28             St. Louis, MO 4 
      65             Walbridge, OH 1 
      70             Kansas City, MO 1 
      81             Phoenix, AZ 3 
    136             Salt Lake City, UT 15 
    156             Glendale, CA 1 
    219             Tyrone, PA 1 
    264             San Antonio, TX 1 
    314             Buffalo, NY 1 
    318             Birmingham, AL 1 
    387             El Reno, OK 1 
    419             Hammond, IN 2 
    430             Delmar, MD 1 
    452             San Jose, CA 1 
    481             Pine Bluff, AR 1 
    500             Indianapolis, IN 2 
    667             Halifax, Nova Scotia 1 
    694             Salina, KS 1 
    711             New Castle, PA 1 
    817             Minden, LA 17 
    856             Montgomery, AL 2 
 

By continuing to be persistent and to talk 
about our Auxiliary we are seeing more 
new growth – but do not let up on the 
pursuit of new members. By bringing in 
new members we bring new blood and new 
ideas into our lodges and the possibility of 
more new interest and new lodges. 
Remember let our existence be known to 
the UTU new hires and their families. 
Welcome them with open arms. 
 

 

Lodge 932 Celebrates Their 40
th
  

 

Pride of High Green Lodge including two 
Charter, one 60 year, and several 40 year 
members were in attendance to celebrate 
their 40th with a “travels you have taken” 
theme birthday party at Schiappo’s Italian 
Restaurant in Belleville, IL. Members 
reminisced that with the help of George 
Merrill (switchman on the A&S R. R.) and 
his wife Mary Grace, Pride of High Green 
was formed and now there are four second 
generation members ranging from their 20’s 
to 100 years young. 
 

Lodge honors 40 years membership of 
Sisters Mary Grace Aycock – Sec/Treas. 
and Leg. Rep; Enedina Woods Clark; Mary 
Eitzenhefer Tune; and Barbara Duncan- V. 
Pres. District #5. Transferred members 
Sister Ethel Budde celebrates 77 years, and 
Sisters Amelia Kennedy and Janette 
Kirchner celebrate 71 years (see page 0). 
 

Lodge contributes to their success through 
the years of raising families to the fact that 
they met monthly and are truly Sisters. 
 

Auxiliary of the UTU Cardigan 
 

A white 100% cotton ottoman style full 
front zip knit cardigan with embroidered 
Auxiliary emblem on left chest is available 
in Sizes L, XL, ($40.00) and 2X ($42.00). 
 

The cardigan can be purchased at the 
Asheville UTU Regional Meeting, 
Auxiliary Convention, and through 
American Products.  

Sherry Schirripa 
Phone: (800) 272-5120 

e-mail: (sschirripa@comcast.net) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Address Changes 
 

Please notify Grand Lodge of any necessary 
changes such as address and last name in 
order to keep our records up-to-date. 




