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Spring has sprung and the winter blues 
are beginning to brighten as we hear the 
song of the birds fill the air and the 
flowers and trees begin to show signs of 
life.  We are reminded often by Mother 
Nature that life is fragile.  The late winter 
freeze damaged much of the fruit crop, 
spring rains, meant to provide 
nourishment, have brought floods to the 
Midwest, and the lack of rain, fires to the 
Southeast and Southwest.  Yet in all of 
this we as humans rebound and make the 
best of a bad situation.  We rebuild better 
than before. We plan better for the future 
while remembering that we are just 
humans in God’s great world. 
 

The Auxiliary has not had time to rest 
during the winter as we attended several 
General Committee Quadrennial 
meetings.  This is the first time that the 
Auxiliary was invited to attend some of 
these meetings and gave us a chance to 
showcase the work of the Auxiliary and 
show how we as members of the 
Auxiliary can work with and for the UTU.  
It is by working with the UTU and 
reaching their members that we attract 
new members.  We have already initiated 
new members and have a new lodge in 
Indiana this year.  We still have a lot of 
hard work ahead of us and as always the 
more work we do creates more work but 
that is the joy of growing. 
 

The Auxiliary Scholarship Program is 
producing exciting results.  We awarded 
21 scholarships this year.  Normally a 
minimum of eight (8) scholarships are 

awarded but to keep from paying a 
penalty as we are a not-for-profit 
organization, we had to award more 
scholarships this year. The principal of 
the account was kept intact.  We can all 
be very proud of the scholarship fund as 
we help our members’ families with the 
high costs of education. 
 

My heartfelt thanks to all of you who are 
helping out in the campaign with the UTU 
to petition Congress to pass HR2095, the 
rail safety bill that will bring about much 
needed changes and will be a big step in 
providing quality of life for rail workers.  
Grand Lodge has literally sent out 
thousands of emails over the past several 
weeks.  Our database of email addresses 
is constantly expanding.  If you or your 
members are not on the list please email 
or call the office so you can be added to 
the list.  With the high cost of postage this 
is a huge savings to the Auxiliary.  Also 
email provides us with the ability to 
contact members quickly with 
information and to keep them updated on 
the progress of the issue.  We have 
entered the computer age—it has been 
slow but our progress is starting to show. 
 

As the spring days give way to summer 
may this letter find you well.  Enjoy your 
family and friends as we shrug off our 
cabin fever and enjoy God’s gift of our 
beautiful earth. 
 

In Sisterly Love, 
 
 

 Carol S. Menges 
 

  International President 
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND BOARD 
 
The members of the Auxiliary Scholarship 
Fund Board met in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
Friday, April 13, 2007. Auxiliary members 
submitted 62 scholarship applications for the 
2007-2008 school year. The Board is required 
by the Internal Revenue Service to “spend” at 
least five (5) percent of our average annual 
net worth on the charitable purpose (namely 
scholarships) annually. In order to meet these 
requirements, our giving as a private 
foundation this year only must include past 
and present requirements. What does this 
mean? The Board awarded twenty-one (21) 
Auxiliary scholarships in order to meet our 
IRS obligations. The scholarships were 
awarded through a random drawing in the 
presence of UTU Assistant General Counsel 
Dan Elliott and the board members. 
 

The following winners of the 2007-2008 
Auxiliary Scholarships are listed in the order 
the applications were drawn. 
 

 Ashley Dale White 
 Granddaughter of Evelyn Allen 
  Lodge 170, Fort Worth, Texas 
 

 Mandi Jo Denney 
Daughter of Shirley Denney  
Lodge 81, Phoenix, Arizona 

 

 Benjamin K. Ashby 
 Grandson of Dorothy Arrington 
 Lodge 851, Mineola, Texas 
 

 Kayla N. Barker 
 Daughter of Jeannette Barker 
 Lodge 851, Mineola, Texas 
 

 Ryan S. Cameron 
Grandson of Inabella G. Crowder 

 Lodge 856, Prattville, Alabama 
 

 Tiffany A. Taylor 
 Granddaughter of Shirley M Haley  
 Lodge 751, Slater, Missouri 
 

 Rich Whiteman, Jr 
 Grandson of Doris Beck 
 Lodge 965,W Chester, Pennsylvania 
 

 William M. Rowe 
Grandson of Irene Rowe  
Lodge 12, Lincoln, Nebraska 

 Cody E. Rejda 
Grandson of Marilyn Peterson  
Lodge 456, Kansas City, Kansas 

 

 Jessica Brigman 
 Daughter of Rennie Brigman  
 Lodge 953, Victoria, Texas 
 

 Lindsey Hidenrite 
Granddaughter of Sue Boling  
Lodge 803, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

 Dale J. Holmer 
 Grandson of Vivian Lucas  
 Lodge 28, St. Louis, Missouri 
 

 Alexandra E. Queathem 
Granddaughter of Lynn Queathem  
Lodge 28, St. Louis, Missouri 

 

 Zach Samples 
 Grandson of Barbara Duncan  
 Lodge 932, Belleville, Illinois 
 

 Marcy D. Caines 
Granddaughter of Gladys H Caines 
Lodge 778, Wilmington, N Carolina 

 

 Robert King 
Grandson of Patsy Neighbors  
Lodge 851, Mineola, Texas 

 

 Elizabeth A. Araujo 
Daughter of Yolanda Araujo  
Lodge 489, San Antonio, Texas 

 

 Christopher M. Caines 
Grandson of Gradys H. Caines  
Lodge 778, Wilmington, N Carolina 

 

 Mallery Remner 
Granddaughter of Margaret Bender  
Lodge 170, Fort Worth, Texas 

 

 Myles H. Cook 
Son of Danette Cook  
Lodge 803, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

 Stefanie Pshock 
Granddaughter of Patricia Pshock 
Lodge 5, Cleveland, Ohio 
 

Congratulations 
to 

all of the winners and their families! 
 
The Auxiliary of the UTU is proud to be 
able to help in the education of our 
Auxiliary family members. 



63 YEARS AUXILIARY MEMBER 

Pictured below is Sister Florence Walker, 
President Lodge 725, at the Auxiliary 
Convention where she received her 63rd 
year Auxiliary membership pin. 
Congratulations! Thank you for the joy of 
being able to honor you. 
 

 
Center: Sister Florence Walker, received 63rd pin, pictured left 
Carol Menges – International. President and Charlie Belden - 
National Leg. Director, right and Louise Scott - Past Vice-
President of District #2. 

 

50 YEARS AUXILIARY MEMBER 

During National Volunteer Week - “Pikes 
Peak” Lodge 431 invited railroad spouses, 
relatives, and guests to join in celebrating 
their 97th Anniversary with a luncheon. 
Sister Myrna Conditt (pictured below) was 
honored for her 50 years as a member. 
Congratulations on such a wonderful event! 
 

 
Center: Sister Myrna Conditt honored for 50 years with President 
Helen Wilson, left. and Sec/Treasurer Sarahjane Adams, right. 
 

UTU GENERAL COMMITTEES 

It was a great honor to the Auxiliary to be 
invited and be able to attend the following 
meetings: 
 

            GO-001 February 
 GO-009 March 
 GO-513 February 
 GO-687 January  
 GO-851 February 

Thanks for the wonderful opportunity! 

    SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAFFLE     
 
Connie Thompson, member of Lodge #5, 
has donated a turquoise/blue Queen size 
quilt in a “Bargello” pattern for a raffle 
with proceeds going to the Scholarship 
Fund. Tickets can be obtained on the UTU 
Web at www.utu.org select “UTU 
Auxiliary” in the red menu bar. Under 
“Auxiliary News,” click on “Auxiliary 
Scholarship Raffle Tickets.” Also see the 
June newsletter for raffle tickets. 
 

Auxiliary Grand Lodge Office will be 
accepting proceeds and tickets until 
Saturday, June 30, 2007. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your generous contribution 
to our Scholarship Fund. With your 
continuous support this project is helping 
future generations with their education. We 
greatly appreciate your donation for our 
worthy project. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go 
out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 

        Lodge No.   353                 $  25.00 
 
Donations for future scholarships will 
gladly be accepted. Make checks payable 
to: “Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship 
Fund.”  
Mail to:         Carol S. Menges 

Treas. Scholarship Fund Board 
3617 Schott Road 

Jefferson City MO 65101-9026 
(573) 635-6415 

 
 
 
 



    CANCER RESEARCH RAFFLE     
 
Eunice Birkhead – mother of Connie 
Thompson (Lodge 5), has donated a “Rose 
Album” Queen size quilt for a raffle with 
proceeds going to breast cancer research. 
 

Auxiliary Grand Lodge Office will be 
accepting proceeds and tickets until 
Saturday, June 30, 2007. Tickets can also 
be obtained on our web-site at 
(www.utu.org, click on UTU Auxiliary 
link) under Auxiliary News, click on 
“Auxiliary Cancer Research Raffle Tickets”  
 

LODGE 81 

“Phoenix”- Phoenix, Arizona was given a 
special surprise visitor when Scott Olsen – 
UTU State Legislative Director of Arizona 
brought James Brunkenhoefer “Brokenrail” 
UTU National Legislative Director to speak 
on current issues. 

 
Front Row: James Brunkenhoefer, - UTU National Leg. Director 
and LaDonna Bay - Lodge Pres. Back Row: Mae Parker, Vice-
President. of District 8 and Scott Olsen, UTU State Leg. Director. 
 

LODGE 228 

The “Hi-Liners”- Glasgow, Montana have 
been in the full swing of things since their 
initiation on November 14, 2006. 
 

The Lodge has had educational programs, 
Larry Buchheit – Safety Officer/Leg. Rep, 
who spoke on the purpose of the UTU and 
the Auxiliary. David Lindstorm – UTUIA 
Representative spoke on the UTUIA 
programs and policies that are available. 
 

The lodge hosted a pot luck dinner party for 
members, spouses, and children, fund 
raising bake sale at the Glasgow BNSF 
Depot to help support the Gandy Dancer’s 
Ball and Picnic. 
The lodge’s high priority is to help provide 
moral support for families dealing with 
medical emergencies. 

MINNESOTA LIFE INSURANCE 
 
Grand Lodge has mailed the Minnesota 
Life Insurance List to Lodge Treasurers. 
The list will show new addresses and who 
has paid their insurance premiums (paid 
through 2008). Please let Grand Lodge 
know immediately of any changes. 
 

Please let members know how important it 
is to let Minnesota Life Insurance know of 
any change of address and any change of 
beneficiary information to their original 
policy. Send changes to: 
 

MINNESOTA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
400 ROBERT ST N 

ST PAUL MN 55101-2908 
 

Attn: Sharon Greeley 
1-866-293-6047 

Fax: (651) 665-4827 
 

ANNUAL AUDIT DECISION 
 

During the Annual Audit, the Board of 
Trustees reviewed the $5.00 New Member 
Incentive given to lodges. The Board felt 
that this policy was not cost effective. As of 
June 1st 2007, Grand Lodge will no longer 
be issuing $5.00 checks to lodges for new 
members. 
 

AUXILIARY SUPPLY REQUISITION 
 
Due to the new postal rates that were put in 
effect May 14, 2007, mailing out pins and 
supplies has more than doubled. 
 

We at Grand Lodge are forced to increase 
the price of requisition items. 
 

Please use the enclosed new Requisitions 
order forms for supplies. 
 

Sorry for any inconvenience. 
 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
 
If any of your members have moved, please 
send Grand Lodge the new address so that 
we can keep our records up to date. If the 
Post Office does not have their address we 
have no idea where they can be located. If 
the US Postal System forwards their mail 
and has a change of address they will 
charge Grand Lodge an additional $.75 
above the cost of handling per item.  
 



UTU  PAC 
 
The Auxiliary supports the UTU PAC– 
Political Action Committee because jobs, 
pensions, and futures of UTU railroad, bus, 
and airline workers and their families are 
directly affected by the actions of state and 
national lawmakers. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go 
out to the following lodge for their 
generous support: 
 

 Lodge No.   456   $ 50.00 
 

Please make donation check payable to: 
 

United Transportation Union – PAC 
 

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE 
INTERNET? 

Please inform your members that they can 
read our newsletter issues on our Auxiliary 
web-site (www.utu.org, click on UTU 
Auxiliary link). 
 

Would you like to save the Auxiliary the 
extra expense of mailing out your 
newsletter? Please let us know that you 
would like your name removed from our 
newsletter mailing list! 
 
 
         JUST A REMINDER         

 
The Auxiliary is raffling off two (2) beautiful 
Queen Size Quilts for two (2) different 
causes. Separate checks are required. 
 

 “Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund” 
       

 

 “UTU Cancer Research” 
 

Raffle tickets can be copied/check web-site. 
 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

 

Do you have any interesting items that you 
want to share with your fellow Auxiliary 
Lodge Members? 
 

This is an excellent way for lodges to share 
activities, thoughts, and or information with 
each other.  
 

Please send articles and/or pictures to 
Grand Lodge (or e-mail to: 
utuauxiliaryintpres@utu.org). 

U. S. Railroad Retirement Board 
 
The scheduled 2007 Railroad Retirement 
Informational Conference will be held at 
the dates and locations listed below: 
 

June      1      Fargo, North Dakota 
          Best Western Kelly Inn 
          3800 Main Avenue 
 

  8      Billings, Montana 
          Billings Hotel/Convention Ctr 
          1223 Mullowney Lane 
 

  8      Indianapolis, Indiana 
          Holiday Inn Southwest 
          5120 Victory Drive 
          (I-465 and Emerson Avenue) 
 

 15     Tinley Park, Illinois 
          Holiday Inn Select/Convention  
          18501 S. Harlem Ave 
 

 22     Portland, Oregon 
          Hilton Garden Inn 
          12048 NE Airport Way 
 

Sept.      7     Albany, New York 
          Clarion Hotel Center 
          3 Watervliet Avenue 
 

 14     Ft. Worth, Texas 
          Radisson Inn South 
          101 E Alta Mesa Blvd 
 

 14     Renton, Washington 
          Holiday Inn Select 
          One Grady Way 
 

Oct.     12     Huntington, West Virginia 
          Radisson Hotel 
          1001 Third Avenue 
 

 12     Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
          Sheet Metal Workers #19 Hall  
          1301 S Columbus Blvd 
 

 19     Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
          Greater Pennsylvania Regional 
          Council of Carpenters 
          650 Ridge road 
 

Nov.     16    Metaire, Louisiana 
          Plumbers / Steamfitters Union 
          3515 North I-10 Service Rd W 
 

Dec.       7    Jacksonville, FL 
          Holiday Inn 
          9150 Baymeadows Road 




