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Sophia J. Granger laid the ground work for 
the Auxiliary over one hundred years ago. 
May we strive to carry on the work with 
renewed Faith, to build membership, 
continue legislative and charitable work and 
be ever mindful of our motto: Truth, honor 
and sincerity. (History of the Auxiliary of 
the UTU) 

It is amazing how the work of the Auxiliary 
has not changed over the years.  Much like 
the work of the UTU we continue to work 
for the betterment of our members and their 
families.  In November each of us will have 
the right to exercise one of the most 
valuable rights that exist in this country---
THE RIGHT TO VOTE!!!  Are you a 
registered voter? Is every member of your 
family registered to vote?  Is every member 
of your lodge registered?  

What better way to invigorate our 
organization than to mobilize our voters.  
Many of the issues that face rail, bus, and 
airlines are decided in Congress.  Our 
retirement, FELA, and maybe even the next 
UTU National Agreement could be affected 
by the outcome of these elections.  It is 
imperative that we organize and get out the 
vote.  What better time to get our message 
out and make contact with all our members. 

In August the Auxiliary of the UTU will 
hold its Ninth International Convention in 
Asheville, North Carolina.  This will be a 
chance for each lodge to help shape the 
future of our great organization.  If your 
Delegate/Alternate Delegate can not attend  

 

and you have a lodge member who is 
willing to attend the Convention, please 
contact Grand Lodge so that each lodge 
may be represented.  

We are faced with many challenges in 
today’s world.  We can all make an excuse 
for not being involved.  With both spouses 
often working to make ends meet it is hard 
to find time but if we do not make time and 
take time we could lose many of the 
benefits that we have come to enjoy. 

  The Auxiliary is a great avenue for family 
members to become involved not only in 
the spouses work but in the protection of all 
workers’ rights.  By working together, we 
have a strong voice.  We will be even 
stronger as we increase membership but all 
of this will take your time and help.  We 
need to look to our roots and each of us 
needs to be a Sophia J. Granger.  The 
Auxiliary started because of her desire to 
become informed and to make a difference.   

We are again called to this challenge.  Dare 
to make a difference.  Contact each lodge 
member.  Make contact with an UTU Local 
Chairman to talk with members before their 
union meeting.  Don’t wait for someone 
else to do the work because that someone 
else probably will not get the job done.  
Young and old, new member or lifer, we 
can all make a difference—if we want to 
take the challenge! 

In Sisterly Love, 
Carol S. Menges 

International President 
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND BOARD 

WINNERS 
 

The five (5) members of the Auxiliary 
Scholarship Fund Board met in Cleveland, 
Ohio on Friday, April 7, 2006. Auxiliary 
members submitted 48 scholarship 
applications for the drawing for 2006–2007 
school term. The Scholarship Fund Board 
decided to award ten (10) Auxiliary 
Scholarships. The Scholarships were 
awarded through a random drawing in the 
presence of the Past-International President, 
Edythe Walter and the five (5) Board 
members.  
 

The following are the winners of the 2006-
2007    Auxiliary Scholarships. The winners 
are listed in the order the application was 
drawn. Congratulations to the following 
Scholarship winners. The Auxiliary of the 
UTU is proud to be able to help in the 
education of our Auxiliary family members. 
 

 Bradley Linda 

 Grandson of Eunice Linda  
  Lodge 206, Waco, Texas 
 

 James Wilson 

Son of Peggy Wilson  
Lodge 803, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

 Jessica Kindle 

 Step Granddaughter of  
 Evelyn Rabourn 
 Lodge 28, St. Louis, Missouri 
 

 Katy Weatherford 

 Granddaughter of Millie Thurman  
 Lodge 851, Mineola, Texas 
 

 Kimberly Preston 

Daughter of Carol Menges  
 Lodge 933, Jefferson City, Missouri 
 

 Danielle Gomez 

 Granddaughter of Louise Shultz  
 Lodge 353, Fort Madison, Iowa 
 

 Eric Wormus 

 Grandson of Mary Lou Wormus  
 Lodge 180, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 
 Anne Davis 

Granddaughter of Betty Davis  
Lodge 28, St. Louis, Missouri 

 

 Joshua Shivak 

 Son of Joseph Shivak  
 Lodge 5, Cleveland, Ohio 
 

 Jacqueline Bullock 

Granddaughter of Bruna Bullock  
Lodge 960, Shenandoah, Virginia 
 

There were more applications from Lodge 
803 and 28, than any other Lodge. Both 
lodge treasurers placed a Scholarship 
Brochure in with the member’s dues 
receipt. This is a great way to definitely get 
the word out to your members about this 
great opportunity to have a chance of being 
a recipient to a 4 year scholarship. 
  
Scholarship Brochures are available to 
Lodge Treasurers who want to inform their 
members of the Auxiliary of UTU 
Scholarships. Let us know the number of 
brochures you need and we will gladly send 
them to you. 
 

THANK YOU for your generous support 
to the Scholarship Fund. With your 
continuous contributions, we are able to 
fulfill our commitment of aiding in the 
future education of family members of the 
Auxiliary of the UTU. We greatly 
appreciate your donations. 
 
        Lodge 170          $   50.00 
        Lodge 622             100.00 
 

        Alabama State Meeting             106.00 
        Lodge 318    50.00 
        Edythe Walter (personal)            10.00 
 
Donations will gladly be accepted from 
lodges or individuals. When sending your 
donation – Please make check payable to: 
“Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund.” 
 Mail to:               Carol S. Menges 
                   Treas. Scholarship Fund Board 

             3617 Schott Road 
                   Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026 



DEPARTED MEMBERS  
 

 

Lodge Name Date of  Lodge Name  Date of 

  Death     Death 

005 Ruth M. McManus 03-04-06 

008 Patricia Jeffers 03-12-06 

012 Daisy R. Black 02-09-06 

014 Josephine Gibson No Date 

028 Bettye Ankenbrandt 04-03-06 

028 Helen Gunderson 05-05-06 

028 Marion Havanac 4-29-06 

105 Genevieve Baker 03-24-06 

105 Anne Nilsson No Date 

120 Dorothy E. Arthur 03-03-06 

120 Marjorie Caslick 03-12-06 

120 Edna M. McKinnon 12-01-05 

156 Faye M. Brinker 02-19-06 

156 Gertrude I. McMurphy 01-03-06 

156 Marjorie M. Prutsam 03-00-06 

170 Nora L. Jordan 01-18-06 

170 Florence Newton 11-20-03 

176 Elizabeth T. Harman 12-30-05 

176 Mary M. Mohr 04-20-06 

180 Mary E. Snow 03-15-06 

180 Marguerite Speakman 10-14-05 

197 Elizabeth J. Lefever 03-16-06 

197 Edna M. Long 04-23-06 

219 Sara E. Harpster 12-24-05 

219 Ethel Mallory 03-03-06 

219 Irene M. Lego 03-04-06 

219 Corl L. Truitt 01-24-06 

278 Marie Duwell 08-27-05 

278 Phyllis LeBeau No Date 

289 Marabelle L. Pierce 02-17-06 

314 Lillian R. Marquette 11-11-05 

314 Elizabeth M. Martino 12-25-05 

314 Helen Jarrell 03-08-06 

314 Dorothy J. Taylor 12-22-05 

318 Harriette R. Dawkins 03-30-06 

328 Floreine Ryman 05-06-06 

370 Maurita Larson 03-17-06 

375 S. E. Florine Cobb 03-27-06 

376 Doris A. Gross 08-00-02 

376 Dorothy Humphreys 03-04-06 

376 Ruth H. Holland No Date 

376 Anne E. Kreis No Date 

376 Eleanor M. Miller 01-29-06 

376 Marie T. Shinn 04-19-06 

379 Thelma L. Deaver 03-23-06 

391 Gladys F. Cadwell 12-00-05 

391 Viola H. Gentry 03-03-05 

391 Katherine E. Sullins 02-24-06 

398 Almyra E. Flexer 01-02-06 

399 Doreen Howell 04-01-06 

421 Dorothy M. Maus 05-05-06 

431 M. Billi Hively 01-17-06 

439 Sarah A. Foster 02-08-06 

439 Billie McGlothin 02-11-06 

451 Alma J. Christman 03-31-06 

452 Dorothy W. Fullmer 10-03-05 

452 Charlene Weaver No Date 

456 Antoinette Schwandt 01-26-06 

456 Carol C. Lute 04-10-06 

481 Ona R. Eldridge 05-09-06 

481 Irene M. Newcomb 10-18-05 

509 Amy Rylands 03-11-06 

521 Helena S. Conrad 03-14-06 

580 Margaret S. Griffith 08-02-05 

583 Dolores D. Crownover 02-23-06 

610 Anna Ruppanner 03-31-06 

622 Jewell M. Barnes 04-22-06 

622 Letha D. Maurin 11-00-05 

642 Mary A. Hart 01-04-06 

642 Ruth P. Seward 03-11-06 

711 Christine L. Hysong 03-15-06 

757 Anna Del Vecchio 03-24-06 

771 Hilda L. Briscoe 11-10-05 

774 Mattie W. McLeod 03-03-06 

775 Juneau B. Owen 03-04-06 

793 Pearl V. Robeson 08-22-05 

851 Otera Beall 04-07-06 

851 Cora V. Boyd 01-29-06 

851 F. Jeanette Lee 01-10-05 

894 Yeida H. Horton 04-02-06 

897 Virgie M. Liston 03-22-05 

897 Dora M. Roberts 02-28-06 

897 Antonia Piper 01-03-06 

897 Helen J. Derr 08-02-05  

960 Virginia Young 04-01-06

     



U. S. Railroad Retirement Board 
 
The 2006 Informational Conferences are to 
be held at the dates and locations listed 
below. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with 
the programs beginning promptly at 8:30 
a.m. and ending at 12:30 p.m. 

 
June 2  Albuquerque, New Mexico 

  Hawthorne Inn and Suites 
Albuquerque Airport 
1511 Gibson Blvd. SE 

 
June 9  Mansfield, Massachusetts 

  Holiday Inn 
  31 Hampshire Street 

 
June 9  Spokane, Washington 

  Airport Ramada 
  8909 Airport Drive 

 
June 16 Portland, Oregon 

  Hilton Gardens 
  12048 NE Airport Way 

 
June 16 Tinley Park, Illinois 

  Holiday Inn Select &  
      Convention Center 
  18501 South Harlem Avenue 

 
June 23 Duluth, Minnesota 

  Radisson Hotel 
  505 W Superior Sreet 

 
September 15 Ft. Worth, Texas 

  Holiday Inn South 
  100 East Alta Mesa Blvd. 

 
October 6 Huntington, West Virginia 

  Ramada Inn Limited 
  3094 16 Street 

 
November 17 Metairie, Louisiana 

Plumbers & Steam Fitters  
             Union Hall 
Service Road West 

  (Severn & I-10 Service Rd) 

 
 

 

December 8 Tampa, Florida 

  Crowne Plaza Sable Park 
  10221 Princess Palm Ave. 
 
Please share this schedule with your 
members so that they have an opportunity 
to have their retirement questions answered.  
 

 

Memorial Donation  

 

Lodge 856 Prattville, Alabama, gave a 
donation to our Auxiliary Scholarship Fund 
in memory of their lodge Sister Inez 
Bowden. 
 

UTU  PAC 

 
The Auxiliary supports U T U PAC– 
Political Action Committee because jobs, 
pensions, and futures of UTU railroad, bus, 
and airline workers and their families are 
directly affected by the actions of state and 
national lawmakers. 
 

Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go 
out to the following for their generous 
support: 
 

 Lodge No.   70             $  45.00 
 Lodge No. 318                 25.00 
 Lodge No. 481                 50.00 
 Lodge No. 711                 50.00 
 Edythe Walter (personal) 10.00 
 
 

Please make donation check payable to: 
 

United Transportation Union – PAC 
 
 

 



A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTORA MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTORA MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTORA MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR    
 
This article was written by Illinois State 
Director, Joe Szabo. Thank you Brother 
Szabo for “telling it like it is”. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *     
Like it or not, the political process of this country can 

determine whether or not you have a job and what the 

conditions of that job will be. Like it or not, the simple 

fact is that political and legislative strength, and who 

has the most, can determine the outcome of our 

national contract negotiations. 

 

In 1905 Upton Sinclair wrote, “the power which really 

governs the United States today is the Railroad Trust. 

It is the Railroad Trust that runs your state 

government, wherever you live, and that runs the 

United States senate. Often by direct ownership, and 

more often by a thousand subtle influences, it controls 

the press of this free republic: and by controlling the 

press, it controls public opinion, the churches, the 

schools, and the colleges”. 

 

Some would argue that much has changed since he 

wrote those words over 100 years ago, and in some 

respects, it has. However, if you really think about it, 

you can ask yourself, just how much has changed? 

 

Today the railroad industry owns this White House. 

Members of the Bush Administration including 

Andrew Card, Joshua Bolten, John Snow, and Dick 

Cheney, all have strong ties to the railroad industry. 

BNSF Chairman Matt Rose was a leading personal 

donor to the Bush Campaign. Union Pacific Railroad 

was one of the top ten corporate donors. CSX, NS and 

most of the other railroads and senior executives also 

donated heavily. Moreover, they expect a return on 

that investment. 

 

The President of the United States appoints the head 

of the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the 

agency that is responsible for enforcing railroad safety 

laws and implementing regulations regarding things 

like Positive Train Control (PTC), Remote Control 

Operations, and One-Man Crews. 

 

The President also appoints the members of the 

National Mediation Board (NMB), the body that 

oversees our national negotiations and controls if or 

when a Presidential Emergency Board (PEB) is 

appointed. One of Bush’s recent appointees to the 

NMB is Peter Tredick. This is the same Peter Tredick 

who has built his career advising corporations on how 

to break unions and defending those corporations 

against employee actions. 

 

The President also appoints the members of a PEB 

and that board has the ability to determine the terms 

of our next contract, including the elimination of our 

jobs. The railroad industry has already "hand-

picked" who they want to be appointed to that PEB, 

and President Bush is committed to deliver. But with 

the help of many members of Congress and you, by 

becoming part of UTU's political army, we foiled 

those plans and convinced several key members of 

Congress to write the railroad industry to advise 

them to stay at the bargaining table and not dump 

their dirty laundry into Congress’ already full lap. 

 

But this has only bought us some time, albeit some 

critical time, to get through this November’s 

elections. If we can make key changes in the make 

up of Congress, either in the House or the Senate, we 

can significantly level the playing field and affect 

not only how Congress handles the PEB, but also in 

how the FRA handles regulations and 

implementation of PTC or the attempt to implement 

one-man crews. 

 

This is where you come in. Nobody can do this for 

you. We must organize ourselves into a political 

army and fight this fight. Each one of us, as an 

individual, must do what it takes to make sure every 

member understands what is at stake. Each one of us 

must not only ensure that we are registered to vote, 

but also that our family members and coworkers are 

registered to vote. Each one of us must understand 

the value of a UTU endorsement:  it has nothing to 

do with political affiliation and everything to do 

with your job and your future. Each one of us must 

make the time to educate each and every one of our 

friends, relatives and coworkers as to which 

politicians have earned this UTU endorsement. 

 

Each one of us must sign up for Rapid Response and 

"instantly" be a part of our political army. In 

addition, we must recruit our coworkers every day  

to sign up. They must understand that their future, 

their job, and their working conditions are and will 

be directly affected by this election. They must 

understand the incredible amount of political power 

that we have when all of us participate in unison and 

vote for those politicians who have earned an 

endorsement from the UTU. 

 

Each one of us must sign up for and give what we 

can to UTU PAC. Moreover, we must recruit our  




