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Happy New Year! We are all off and
running, trying to keep our new year’s
resolution as we set goals for our lives
and our families. In these troubling
economic times, I am sure there are
some of you who can tell a story or two
about the Great Depression. These
stories tell of the struggles and triumphs
that brought this great country together.
It will be that same spirit and
determination that will get us through
these difficult times again. The
Inauguration of President Obama brings
hope to labor. It is still amazing that we
are able to change leadership in this
great country without losing sight of our
goals and ideas.

We ended the 2008 year on a sad note
with the sudden death of UTU National
Legislative Director James “Brokenrail”
Brunkenhoefer’s death. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his wife and family
during this time of loss.

The economic times have been hard on
the Auxiliary as well. With our
investments taking a hit the same as
yours, we are hoping for a quick
recovery. We face many challenges in
the coming year. We need to strive to
increase membership. We have to be the
Auxiliary’s sales people. If we sit back
and wait we will slowly dwindle away.
If we are active and positive; we can
grow, prosper and fulfill Auxiliary
dreams and goals. We hear a lot about
change these days. Change has been
around a long time — it is not something
that has just been created! We have seen
a lot of change in our Auxiliary over the
last 120 years (organized at Fort Gratiot,

Michigan on January 23, 1889). Even
with change the ideals of our founders
still apply now but we need more than
ever to find ways to spread our message!

We will face many difficulties this year
— and the insurance plan is one of them.
The insurance plan was designed as a
term life policy — in other words there
must be money in the plan to pay the
benefits. I am sure that this will be
discussed at the Board of Directors
Meeting at the end of this month. We are
still searching for solutions to a problem
that is showing its face.

I often ask people why they joined the
Auxiliary of the United Transportation
Union. Almost always it’s because of a
friend or for the companionship of
someone who understands the lifestyle
of the transportation industry. It is that
sisterhood/brotherhood  companionship
that we need to share with our friends
and family as we look for ways to grow.

I encourage your ideas, whether it is
with a personal visit, a phone call, or just
an e-mail. If we leave the work to others
it will still be there next year. Working
together can have huge results. 1 look
forward to serving you in the next year
and hope to report bigger growth for the
year of 2009. We are thrilled to
announce our newest members for 2008
(see page 2). We are glad to have them
in our Auxiliary!

In Sisterly Love,
Carol S. Menges

International President



New Members

Lodge Member

Faith Ann Feltmeyer
Daniel Lough
Dave Majher
Cindy Martin
Cindy Miller

Clint Miller

Tim Rasgaitis
Tammy Rummery
Rosanne Secord
David Straub
Michael Vega

Tim Wood

Janelle Hayden
Andrea Lett
Elizabeth Mclntyre
Jodi Lynne Schmid
Erin Stout

Diane Harper

Jo Marie Jones
Nancy Pence

70 Lisa Lee Wilson
163 Brenda Kitt

168 Jonella Bocanegra
168 Myra Jones

168 Cathryn Spitz

206 Pamela Ann Neal
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When special people touch our
lives,

then suddenly we see
How beautiful and wonderful,

our world can really be,
They show us that our special hopes

and dreams can take us far,
By helping us look inward

and believe in who we are.
They bless us with their love and joy

through everything they give....

When special people touch our lives,
they teach us how to live,

Walking Through Life’s Garden

6620089’

Lodge Member

264 Donna Green
289 Alice Lynch
309 Charity Russum
321 Laura Milligan
353 Debbie Wright
391 Darla Rowe
431 Jodi Wood
489 Nickie English
489 Mildred Jones
489 Kae Richey
573 Bobbie Lovejoy
573 Eva Patton
573 Beth Sark
573 Tonna Vanderpool
573 Rachel Workman
573 Roger Workman
606 Alanna Taylor
817 Cyndi Parker
851 Vici Sue Houton
851 Patricia Wood
914 Carol Lee Repack
932 Vickie Sue Luther
932 Mildred Bagwill
933 Doris Bechel-Adams
933 Tammy Browning
933 Elizeabeth Scammell
TREASURER’S
SIGNATURE ON SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION FORMS

There have been some questions
regarding the Treasurer’s signature on
the Scholarship Application Form

The Lodge Treasurer’s signature
indicates that an Auxiliary member is a
current dues paying member.




LODGE 168 — CLOVIS, NEW MEXICO

At the United Transportation Union Local
1168 and Auxiliary of the UTU Lodge 168
held their Annual Christmas Party on
December 9, 2008, The Auxiliary presented
two - $200.00 college scholarships to the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Ramos
and to the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Doyle
Carpenter. The 146 attendees were excited
for the winners and were impressed to learn
that these scholarship funds were raised by
having a lodge garage sale in May 2008.

Left to Right: Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Ramos and Doyle
Carpenter

ATTENTION LODGE TREASURERS:

Please remember that Assessments are due
in Grand Lodge March 15" /September 15",

It is becoming increasingly more prevalent
that lodges are not turning assessments in
on time and causing this office to send out
reminders. This is very time consuming and
costly.

Also, I would like to ask when sending in
your assessments and checks, please return
with the Treasurer’s Assessment Statement
filled out. If you are in need of extra
statement forms; please let me know and I
will be glad to send you copies (by now you
should have already received a new pad of
Treasurer’s Assessment Statements).

Sisterly yours,
Dana L. Garvin
International Secretary/Treasurer

LODGE 228 - GLASGOW, MONTANA

“Hi-Liners” Lodge #228 has been busy the
last few months. At the October meeting,
members made Halloween table decoration
for Prairie Ridge Village. There was even a
featured story in “The Village Voice” issue.

In November, the lodge put together
Thanksgiving baskets for two needy
families with small children in their own
community. Lodge members were thrilled
to be able to help these hard working
parents just trying to make ends meet.

During the Christmas “Festival of Trees”
the lodge displayed a “UTU Memorial
Tree”. They decorated the tree mainly in
red, white, and blue (colors of the UTU
logo) also train decorations and ornaments
(with inscribed names) to honor each
deceased UTU member. Also they included
a table full of train memorabilia as well as a
train chugging on its track around the
bottom of the tree. The funds raised went to
cancer research.

Left to Right: Monica Garten - Past Lodge President, with
Sisters Georgia Barstad and Jessica Hallock.

Pictured Left to Right: Sisters Alison Neumiller and
Desiree Johnson - Lodge Legislative Representative.



UTU — Political Action Committee

The Auxiliary supports the UTU — PAC
Our thanks, appreciation, and gratitude go
out to the following for their generous
support:

Lodge # 391 $ 50.00

When sending in your contribution
Please make check payable to:

“United Transportation Union — PAC”
U. S. RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD

The following dates and locations are for
the Informational Conferences to be held in
2009. All Informational Conference
registrations begin at 8:00 a.m., with the
programs beginning at 8:30 a.m. and ending
at 12:30 p.m. Check for the location nearest
to you below:

Mar. 20 Oakland, California
Ronald Dellums Federal Bldg
North Tower, 5" Floor

1301 Clay, Conference Rm H

27 Diamond Bar, California
Holiday Inn Select
Hwys. 57 & 60 Interchange
21725 E Gateway Center Dr

27 Baltimore, Maryland
The Hilton Pikesville
1726 Reisterstown Rd

St. Louis, Missouri
Holiday Inn S County Center
6921 S Lindbergh Blvd

17 Romulus. Michigan
Crowne Plaza Hotel
8000 Merriman Rd

17 Birmingham, Alabama
Birmingham/Jefferson
Convention Complex
2101 Richard Arrington Blvd N
East Meeting Rooms A-B

23 East Hanover, New Jersey
Ramada Inn & Conference Ctr
130 Route 10 West

24  New York, New York
Doubletree Metropolitan Hotel
569 Lexington Ave — E 51 St

U. S. Railroad Retirement Board (continued)

Apr.

June

24

15

15

29

19

19

26

26

Eagan, Minnesota

Best Western Dakota Ridge
3450 Washington Dr

I-35 E & Yankee Doodle Rd

Ashland, Nebraska
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park
28500 W Park Hwy

Kansas City, Missouri
Embassy Suites Hotel
7840 NW Tiffany Springs Pkwy

Lakewood, Colorado
Holiday Inn Lakewood
7390 W Hampden Ave

Independence, Ohio
Doubletree Metropolitan Hotel
569 Lexington Ave — E 51% St

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Sheet Metal Workers

Local 19 Union Hall

1301 S Columbus Blvd

Little Rock, Arkansas
Holiday Inn Airport
Kittyhawk S

3201 Bankhead Dr

Billings, Montana
Wingate by Wyndham
1801 Majestic Lane

Fargo, North Dakota
Best Western Kelly Inn
3800 Main Ave

Indianapolis, Indiana
La Quinta Inn & Suites
5120 Victory Dr

Tinley Park, Illinois
Holiday Inn Select

Hotel and Convention Center
18501 S Harlem Ave

Spokane Valley, Washington
Quality Inn Valley Suites
8923 E Mission

Houston, Texas
Hilton University of Houston
4800 Calhoun St

Portland, Oregon
Hilton Garden Inn
12048 NE Airport
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United Transportation Union
14600 Detroit Ave 2" Floor
Cleveland OH 44107-4250

IMPORTANT

Carol S. Menges utuauxiliaryintpres@utu.org
International President Phone: (216) 521-1161
Satellite Office: (573) 634-5925

Dana L. Garvin utuauxiliaryints&t@utu.org
International Sec/Treas. Phone: (216) 521-2522

INFORMATION
ENCLOSED



