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Letter from International
President

I hope that each of you had a great holiday
season and I wish you the very best in this
New Year. The past several months have
been quite a learning experience for my
family and me. I have had to ask myself
more than once, “Am I sure this is what I
want to be doing so far away from home?”
But then I remember all that the UTU and
the Auxiliary have done for my family and
myself; and I know that I have made the
right decision!

While my first few months in the office
have been very busy learning the operations
and procedure of our office. I am finally
feeling that I am getting my feet on the
ground and hopefully I won’t be second-
guessing myself at every turn. We have
been working hard revamping and
reprinting  our  Auxiliary  Application
brochure and our History and Information
booklet. We also are working on getting our
Auxiliary name out by getting the Auxiliary
Web Page up and running, getting
information out to the families of new
transportation employees, and getting the
word out about our great Scholarship Fund.

We have a lot of hard work ahead of each
and every one of us, as we need to grow our
organization. I am asking for your help. If
your lodge has any suggestions please let us
know. I know if we work together we will
succeed in our efforts

I am looking forward to the Board of
Directors and Board of Trustees meeting

which are scheduled in February, so that we
can launch our Auxiliary in a direction that
will attract new members while providing
the benefits and fellowship that we have
enjoyed for many years.

I want to thank everyone who has helped
me get my feet in the direction that they
needed to be going. Also thanks for picking
me up when I have stumbled. The future
looks bright as we start this New Year of
growing and being involved in our
Auxiliary. Iam looking forward to meeting
many of you throughout this year.

In Sisterly Love, Carol S. Menges
International President

Thank You

We at Grand Lodge would like to express
our thanks and appreciation to everyone
who was so kind in remembering us during
the holidays. We really enjoyed reading all
the cards and the lovely notes that we
received.

IN ORDER TO INCREASE
OUR AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP
LET’S TRY “ LODGE CHALLENGE”
TRY TO FIND AT LEAST
ONE NEW MEMBER * PER LODGE

Use application on last page of newsletter
*daughter/son, granddaughter/grandson, or
great-grand daughter/great-grand son
(Let’s remember our fellow UTU bus and
other transportation employees’ families)




by Lodge President, Marie McCormick. Sister
Melba McKinney (Marie’s mother) received a
Sixty-year pin. Receiving Fifty-year pins were
Sister Velma Hawkins (daughter of Sister Irene
Bardin, now deceased, who served as Vice
President, District 7) and Sylvia Trimmier (who
is the daughter of Sister Maxine Johnston, now
deceased, who also served as Vice President,
District 7.)

November meeting: Lodge members enjoyed a
Thanksgiving Luncheon with families and
friends.

Left to Right: Vivian Croarkin and President, Marie
McCormick

People don’t notice whether

it’s winter or summer

when they’re happy.

Anton Chekhov




A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR

As I sit down to write this column, the re-elected
Bush administration is finalizing plans to have
the biggest, most expensive inauguration in this
country’s history. So, I ask myself, “What
should we, the Auxiliary, be doing?”

We should be making our own preparations to
fight against those parts of the administration’s
agenda that will, or could be, harmful to our
spouses’ jobs and our way of life.

We must be on guard to do what we can to
make sure that this administration doesn’t spend
their “political capital” to undermine any of the
successes that we, and those before us, have
worked so hard to attain.

We should be making preparation to follow the
cues of the UTU National Legislative office as
they closely watch the legislative agenda unfold
in the coming months.

We can most effectively do this by gathering
information. You should have close at hand the
names, addresses, phone numbers, email
addresses and fax numbers of your
congressional delegation. Most generally, these
can be located in your local phone book in the
‘blue’ pages. You may also find the information
at your local post office. Additionally, all UTU
State Directors have this information. Please
take the time to obtain this information if you
haven't done so already. For those of you, who
have kept track of this information, remember
we just had an election and there will be some
new contacts soc you will need to update your
list.

You should also be gathering the names, phone
numbers and email addresses (where available)
of as many Auxiliary members and other
spouses who you believe will also make phone
calls and/or send faxes and emails when called
upon.

We also need to concentrate on and become an
active part of rebuilding the Auxiliary. Itis
going to be crucial to the success of the
Auxiliary to increase our membership base.
There are new hires in many areas and it is our
responsibility to reach out to the spouses of the
new hires and encourage them to become a
member of the Auxiliary. They need to know
that the Auxiliary is a wonderful resource for

them and they need to be educated on these
same issues.

Perhaps we should give some thought to
including some of this information at our Lodge
meetings. Why not have a meeting on “How to
contact your legislative officials” and have the
contact information available for them? You
could also talk about the legislative process and
how it works, or how to properly communicate
with Congress. You could also talk about what
to do if a spouse is injured. These are just a
few of the topics that could potentially ‘draw’
additional members or at least get their
attention. The resources are available to you; all
you have to do is ask. There are Power Point
presentations available and if computers aren't
your thing, we can provide you with hand-outs.
In other words, we will provide the information
and even assist you with the presentation. All
you need to do is contact any of the following
people or offices:

Auxiliary State Legislative Director
UTU State Legislative Director
Carol Menges, Auxiliary President
Myself

UTU National Legislative Office
(Washington, DC)

In closing, 1 hope you all had a wonderful and
fulfilling Holiday Season and were able to spend
quality time with your families.

REMEMBER

1. We need to rebuild UTU PAC so get
those contributions in as soon as
possible.

2. Get your congressional delegation
information together

3. Gather contact information on Lodge
members.

4. Recruit, recruit, recruit

Yours in Sisterly Love,

Charlie Belden

National Legislative Director

Auxiliary of the United Transportation Union

Phone: 540-972-4627
Fax: 540-972-8067




UTU - PAC

The United Transportation Union - Political
Action Committee dollars are used: One half of
each donation is returned to the home state,
unless specified differently, for the use of the
State UTU Legislative Director. The remaining
half'is sent to the Washington Legislative Office
of the UTU for the promoting national issues
and to help with elections of persons who will
support labor and middle income persons. These
dollars are still very important in the upcoming
issues.

Our appreciation and gratitude go out to the
following for their generous support:

Lodge No. 70 $ 45.00
Lodge No. 388 10.00
Lodge No. 391 50.00
Lodge No. 642 50.00
Lodge No. 711 50.00
AUXILIARY of the UTU

SCHOLARSHIP FUND BOARD

NOMINATIONS for the Scholarship Fund
Board were sent out with our December 2004
Newsletter to all of our Lodge Secretaries. On
Friday, January 21, 2005, President Patricia
Shacklette drew the nominations out of a pool
with the officers of Lodge No. 28, St. Louis,
MO. as witnesses. The nominees were placed on
the ballot in the order as drawn (listed below)
All Lodge Secretaries will receive this ballot in
their February Newsletter to be voted on by
their lodge and return by March 1, 2005.

Gertrude Hall
Lodge No. 28 St. Louis, Missouri

Charlie Belden
Lodge No. 960 Shenandoah, Virginia

Kathy McIntyre |
Lodge No. 803 Jacksonville, Florida

Marie McCormick
Lodge No.170 Fort Worth, Texas

Shirley Knull
Lodge No. 156 Glendale, California

Ruth Northup
Lodge No. 456 Lincoln, Nebraska

The Scholarship Fund Board would once again
reminds our members that we are still accepting
requests for an application by contacting:
Jo Fink
Sec. Scholarship Fund Board
1851 King James Pkwy #207
Westlake, OH 44145-3427
(404) 250-0027
An applicant must:
*have attained at least a high school senior
level education
*be no more than 25 years of age
*be enrolled as a full time student in an
accredited college, or university
*be a child, stepchild, grandchild or step-
grandchild of an Auxiliary member.
Only an original application will be accepted
(postmarked on or before) March 31, 2005.
Donations for future scholarships will gladly be
accepted from lodges or individuals. Checks
payable to:” Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship
Fund” Mail to: Carol S. Menges
Treas. Scholarship Fund Board
3617 Schott Road
Jefferson City, MO 65101-9026
(573) 635-6415

THANK YOU for the “Happy Gift” of $50.00
in honor of Sister Edythe Walter’s Retirement
from Lodge No. 264, Texas Star. We greatly
appreciate your donation for our worthy project
in the name of a worthy sister.

YUMMY CHOCOLATE TRUFFLE

You will need-

Truffle Dish 2 large boxes Chocolate Pudding
Brownie Mix 1 container Cool Whip
4 — Heath Toffee Candy Bars

Buy any brand regular brownie mix, follow
directions to prepare and bake as directed. Cool.

Cut brownie into small bit size pieces. Layer
in bottom of truffle dish. Put portion of pudding
into truffle dish enough to totally cover brownie
pieces. Put a layer of Cool Whip on top of
pudding layer. Sprinkle crushed toffee candy
bar on top of Cool Whip layer. Keep repeating
layers until you fill up the entire truffle dish.
Normally you can get 3 layers.
Keep refrigerated until serving.

Submitted by: Doug Galaske
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